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Dear Dr. Ackley.
This later is to advise you that the New Jersey State Board of Psychological Examiners (the

"Board") has had an oppottunityto. review informationconcerning a complaintfiled by S. P.
matting the p logical services that you provided to her daughtersS.W. and L.W. by virtue of
the Court Order � you to conduct family t herapy. Ms. P. alleges that you failedto address
issues regarding parenting issues ofthe children' s father and that you failed to produce copies of the
chrldren's client records which were requested on severl occasions . Specifically, the information
reviewed included the Court Order filed on October 18, 2005 bythe Honorable Charles
Niiddleswortb, Jr., designating you to perform family therapy, the July 12, 2007 letter x the
(putt about t ermination of treatment and the written responseto the Board which confirmed that
you were appointed to conduct faw&y therapy and that consultation serviceswere provided to the
pa ents' and "supportive tall. listeningto the daughters." You also confirmed that you did not writeany reports nor did you an evaluation in this case. Additionally; you confirmed that at the

time of the terminationoof this case you wrote a letter to the Atlantic County Family Court apprising
the court of your reasons for termination of therapy. As a supplement to your written response to
the Board, your attorney, W. Axndur submittedcorrespondence confi rming that you had not
supplied the complainantwith the copies of her daughters treatmentrecords or husband s treatment

records due to concernsof cor dentxality"

Upon review of all available infomration, it appears to the Boardthat you have included.
language in the letter to the court that was evaluative in nature concerting the father in this matter
in violation of the February 7, 2005.Consent Order wherein you voluntarily agreed to cease and
desist from performing child custody evaluations. In the last paragraph of theJuly 12, 2007letter to

the Honorable Charles esworth, Jr. you wrote:

In brief summary then there is no credible evidence that either S. or L. W. were traumatized

at anytime by their father Mr. W."
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theThis language appears to the Board to corrstitttte� wevaluation of the,ith the Board, it �� havBase been more
terms of the previous Consent Order that you enter ed of the
prudent for you to have made a recommendation to the Court that an indeBBoarpendent a revues o you
father be ordered instead of evaluating the situation yourself. Therefore,
to be mindful in the futureregardingmaking evaluative statements which violate the terms of the

Consent Order you previously entered into with the Board.

the Board that your failureto release the r id cL"rt words, to the
It also appears to_ ficensedpsychologist to releasecomplainant is a violation of 13:42-8.3 which regrrucs a The tefs

client records no later than thirty days from the date of receipt of therecords should have been released to the complainant and if you had an issue ocr summary or you

the portion of the record dealing with the father you could have produced
could have withheld information for thereasons set forthin A _13-42-8.3 (e).

At this junccuxe, the Board has preliminary concluded that the above violations are
R1'atwirhstandingthat d the initiation of formal disciplinary proceedingsagainst yo,�,

sufficient to owet the Board has determined that it will first offer you an opportunity to settle
ecision, however,this matter, and thereby avoid the initiation of disciplinarypcedings, should you consent to:

1. Cease and desist from failure to timely releasing client records within the time frame

set forth in N C 13:42-83.

2. An admonishment is hereby issued for violation of a Consent Order constituting
professional misconduct in violation ofi j S A- 45:1-21(e) in that you included
evaluativeboviage to the Court regarding a when areco� _n to thetheCourt that an rode n� O n be nned would hiveinto wkh theBoard on ebniuy 77, 2005.

paranicters of the sent
3. Pay acivil, penalty inthe amountof $500.00 which represents a penalty for violating

the terms of the Board's previous consent order in violation of - A. 45:1-h (e)
and for fai ling to adhere to the time frame for release of client records establis in

Y..A 13:42-83 (to be paid immedianelyupon your ignto be remitcedi g of the
to theat the bottom of this letter. Payment-is

ttention J. del We s, Executive Director, Board of Psytrhologieal
Examiners, P.O. Box 45017, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

If you are wiling to settle this matter on the offeredsettlementterms, you may do so by
signing theacknowledgmentat the bottom of this letter, and returning it to the Board office. Upon
your signature, this letter will be a matter of public record.

In the event you are unwilling to settle this matter on the offered terms, It will be referred to
The Attorney General's office for t ' 'mrriawdefend n of app%pr� dviolations. action. in such evem

evuientia�ry hearing
you will be afforded an opportunity �°'� and time to be scheduled
is deemed warranted the Board will either conduct thathearingat a date that intheevent
or refer the matter to the Office of Administrative Law You are advised, however,
formal charges are filed, the Board may assess civil penaltiesin an amountgreater

may.offered in settlementshould any charges against you be sustained- AddMonally, the Board. may.
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the facts are found to so warrant, enter an order, requiring you to reimburse certain monies and/or

q thisre u to pay costs incurred by the Board. Should you have anyque= ns Acomndeur�who can
h you comet yn Y'letteror the settlement offer herein, I suggesttatrelate your concerns or to Deputy Atomcy General, Carmen A Rodriguez a(973)648 -3696.

If you elect to settle this matterpresently, you should sign the acknowledgment at the
bottom of this letter and returnit to the Board within fifteen (15) days following your eft of this

15 days,truer. In the event that the Board receives response from
will be d to the Attorney General'sBoard's settlement offer will bewithdravri, and theOf fice for the initiation of appropriate enforcementproceedings.

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF
PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS

c utive Director

ACKNOWLEDGMENT- I, George Ackley, PhD. , hereby acknowledge that I have read
and reviewed the settlement proposal set forth in the above letter. I acknowledge the conduct
which has been charged Iam awarethat, by signingthis ackttowledgrnent, I am waiving any rights I
may have to defend myself against anycharges of wrongdoing at an administrative hearing. I am
also aware that the action taken.a st me bytire Board hereinis a matterof public record, and that
this letter is a publicdocumentI rebyagree to an admonishmentand to pay a penalty in the
amount of $500. (to be paid upon signing of this acknowledgment).

�a' AA/LJ�)
George Ackley, PhD.

cs Richard A. Amdur, Esquire General
Carmen A. R ►Dqw y


